Canal wall down techniques for managing cholesteatoma.
Cholesteatoma remains a common otological problem. This series shows that a simple open cavity technique, with meatoplasty, remains a cost-effective option for treatment. Most ears are rendered dry and safe, with cavity problems minimized by careful technique. Subsequent outpatient care is required infrequently and is well tolerated. The hearing is no worse after the operation than before and some ears are suitable for subsequent tympanoplasty.